
TRAINING SCENARIOS
“ethics”
	
SCENARIO DESCRIPTION

	Learners will evaluate a scenario and identify specific points.
Instructions:

· Divide the class into groups.

· Ask each group to appoint a scribe and spokesperson.

· Distribute a scenario (or two) to each group.

· Instruct each group to evaluate the scenario and identify the unethical behavior and suggest other options.

· Give the groups no more than 10 minutes to process the scenarios.

· At the end of the time.  Have each group report their findings to the rest of the class.
· Debrief this scenario by discussing why it was done and how it relates or can be applied to real life or the job.


	
KEY LEARNING POINTS

	This scenario will challenge the learners to identify unethical behavior and to provide options for avoiding unethical behavior.


	
VARIATIONS

	·  Role-play the scenarios.
· Discuss differences in ethical terms for officers and dispatchers.

· Discuss other issues in the scenarios that are impacted by unethical decisions including: community attitudes, affect on witnesses, co-workers, and department.


	
RESOURCES NEEDED

	· Scenarios

· Easel pad, paper and markers
· Time:  20 minutes


	SOURCE

	Unknown


 Scenario No. 1

A police officer is sitting in a restaurant with three fishing buddies on a day off.  He is in plainclothes and is not noticed by two patrol officers sitting at the counter having coffee.  The uniformed patrol officers get up and leave without paying or even leaving a tip.  One of the civilian fishing partners also observes this and comments that this place really appreciates having police around because of the rough neighborhood.  In fact, the owner had just been telling him how great the guys were and that a little free coffee is mighty cheap insurance.  Both officers are good men and have been on the department about five to six years.  What should you do?
Scenario No. 2

You have a beat partner whom you really like.  He is one of the best cops you know.  He looks sharp, does good work, and can always be depended upon.  You have noticed, however, that every once in a while he smells of alcohol.  Finally, one night while on duty, you ask him about the smell.  He produces a small flask from his uniformed jacket inside pocket.  He states "this is my one vice in the world, I have a nip now and then.  Never more than two in a shift.  You know, it's like sex.  It's not the amount, it's the fun of doing it when you know it's taboo.  Trust me, it's no problem."  As far as you know it is not!  He thanks you for mentioning the smell, and says he'll do something about that.

Scenario No. 3

You are driving a marked police vehicle while on duty.  You are a couple of minutes late to meet your beat partner for coffee at a cafe across town.  You pull up to a red light and stop.  A citizen’s vehicle pulls alongside, and a female passenger asks if you would pull over for a minute.  Upon getting out of the police unit, the driver, a male meets you between the cars and explains he'd been following you for about three blocks back when you ran the stop sign coming off the side street onto this main boulevard.  The citizen’s six-year-old son wants to know why policeman don't have to stop like everyone else.  The citizen wants you to explain it to the boy, who is still in the car out of earshot.  The citizen is obviously hostile and no friend to law enforcement.  You remember "rolling" the sign, but this smells like an internal affairs beef in the making.  What do you do?

Scenario No. 4

You are working with a new partner.  He is senior to you and known as a good cop by most everyone.  You observe a male walking down the street in a residential district.  He looks normal to you, except that his clothes are a little ragged and he needs a haircut.  While he doesn't look like a homeowner, there are several similar looking individuals that walk this street.  Your partner, who is driving, slows and calls to the male by saying "hey fellow, what are you doing in this area?"  This subject looks over at you but just keeps walking.  Your partner makes a U-turn and stops alongside the guy.  Both of you exit the police vehicle and begin walking fast to catch the guy who just keeps walking in the same direction.  As you approach, the subject spins around and says "screw you cop."  Before you can say anything, your partner grabs the subject by the arm, trips him, and slams him face first into the sidewalk.  He then cuffs the guy, picks him up by the arm and shoves him against the patrol car until he gets the door open.  He then shoves the guy, who is now bleeding from the nose, into the rear seat.  You have not had time to really do anything, nor has the subject.  Your partner winks at you and says, "next time he'll think twice before taking a swing at a police officer."  Your partner then sits down in the front seat and begins to write a report as he calls for transportation to take the subject to jail.  What do you do?

Scenario No. 5

You are a police officer, and you and your wife just purchased a duplex as a rental.  You are very proud and talk about it at the station.  You tell several of the officers about how people have already applied to rent it once the painting is complete.  A little later that same day, you stop by the local paint store, while on duty, to arrange for the paint to be delivered.  There is no "special" discount involved, but you are excited and want to get things done.  While there, another officer, who is a friend of yours, pulls his unit into the parking lot and motions for you to come out to his car.  At the car, he hands you a copy of a rap sheet on the applicant you named earlier at the station.  It indicates that the person has been arrested for burglary, drug charges and resisting arrest.  What do you do?
Scenario No. 6

An officer is assigned an investigation involving a dispatcher who supposedly has been using various illegal drugs off-duty.  Since a deputy friend of yours lives in the same apartment complex as the dispatcher under suspicion, you interview him to ascertain whether or not he has any relevant information.  During the interview, you ask him, as a routine question, if he has ever use drugs himself.  He responds, "yes, I have smoked marijuana at a party with some friends who are not officers.  In fact, I think I still have a couple of joints somewhere."  You are surprised, but when you pursue how often he smokes, or if he still does, he politely says, "forget it."  He says he shouldn't even have mentioned it, but it's no problem now.  What do you do?

Scenario No. 7

A police officer notifies radio that he is involved in a high-speed chase only a few blocks away from you.  Before you can respond, the reporting unit says that the suspect vehicle has had an accident.  You come around the corner and see the suspects wrecked car against a parked car.  The suspect is standing next to the patrol car and is being handcuffed by the arresting officer, a friend of yours, and a good cop.  As you park, exit your car, and start to walk over to assist, you see the handcuffed suspect turn his head and spit in the officers face.  The officer grabs the suspect and throws him to the ground.  He grabs the suspect by the hair, jerks his head up and spits in the suspects face.  He then pulls the suspect to his feet and shoves him into the patrol car.  He looks at you and winks.  What do you do?
Scenario No. 8

You're at headquarters in the locker room dressing when you see a white officer hanging a cartoon on the locker room bulletin board.  You read it as you pass, and it is a list of 20 things black people can do with their lips, obviously a racial joke.  Another white officer walks up, looks at it, and starts laughing.  Other white officer's walk up, and one takes it down saying he is going to make copies for his squad.  What do you do?

Scenario No. 9

You have just completed your shift and discover that your car is inoperative.  You ask a fellow officer if you will give you a ride home and he states that he will.  While riding in the officer's private vehicle you notice an obvious paper "bundle" between the seats.  The officer stops at a convenience store, leaving you in the car while he goes inside.  You retrieve the "bundle" and find that it contains cocaine.  When the officer gets back into the vehicle you ask him where he obtained the cocaine.  He states that it is half of what he seized from a suspect three nights ago.  What do you do?
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